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Thou, whom our young nobles hail divine, 


Unrivall'd prieſteſs at Priapus' ſhrine, vo 


Immortal Wx, or if yet more dear 3 


The name of Meſſalina greet thine ear, | 


= 
Attend, and let thy ſuppliant huſband move 
Compaſſion's tear, if not connubial love. 
Let Bx fondly claſpthee in his arme. 
Pant on thy breaſt, and riot in thy charms; 
Let the whole camp, and Pioneers, and all 
Taſte thy ſweet body, then inſatiate call 
The Iriſh volunteers to grace thy bed, 
And add freſh antlers to thy huſband's head ; 
But oh ! forbear t' invoke the ſacred Nine ! 
Wit in each word, and fatire in each line ; 
Thy pointed numbers ſwell our mutual ſhame, 


And damn us both to never dying fame. 
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The Grub - Street Syrens, who ſo often ſing, 


The dauntleſs heroes that at Tyburn ſwing, 


Now ſtrain their hackney'd throats with —Y's name, 


And W——-r's crimes, and W——-y's verſe proclaim. 
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Say, what impaſſion'd Captain, what fond Lord, 


Amongſt the numbers that attend thy board, 


Taught thee to deal in metaphor and trope, 
To rival Prior and to mimic Pope ? 


For Lords, though vain of their pre-eminence, 


Have ſmall concern with wit, and leſs with ſenſe ; 
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And Captains, *tis allow'd, may ſometimes fight, 
Game, bully, drink, and ſwear—but never write, 
Methinks I now deſcry thy wanton ſpark, 


Thy Pegaſus, a ſpruce attorney's clerk ; 


He pleads the curſes of an empty purſe, 


And pays thy favors, not with gold---but verſe, 
Oh! for thy poet's ſake, be patient then; 

Ride not ſo faſt, nor mar the young clerk's pen ;” 
But ſend him with the quill behind his ear, 


Before his angry mafter to appear. 
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Thy letter to recall in vain I try, TON LIT Ss Ab i 


Since words once paſt irrevocably fly“. SY 4 


What then remains to vindicate my fame, 


And fave from Slander's tangue my injur'd name? 
Too late I now complain---the fatal dart 
Grows to my ſide, and rankles in my heart r. . 
The whiſper'd tale eſcapes from ear to car, 
Lurks in a ſmile, and wounds me in a ſheer. e \ 
Say, coud'ſt thou not clandeſtinely Gn, 
A world of wickedneſs, and me permit, 

Et ſemel emiſſum volat irrevocabile verbum. Hor, 


' + Heæret lateri lethalis arundo. Vikas 
C The 
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The deſtin'd horns, unknowing and unknown, 
Like many huſbands, to have tamely borne ? 
Was' t not enough that at a public bar, 


My follies reign'd, the food of ev'ry ear? 


That as the leader of the cornute band, 


Wr preſides, no rival in command ? 
That this vain W——M, P——xr prove, 

And proudly boaſt thee as the wreck of love? 
Nor theſe ſuffice, but wilt thou dare to blame 
Me as the author of thy oublic ſhame ? 

Urge me in print with vaunting terms to ſhew, 


Whence, from what ſecret impulſe it could flow, 


That 
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That I, th' acknowledg'd guardian of thy fame, 


Should, like a pander, proſtitute thy name, 
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And at a public bath in open day, 


To the wild gaze of youth thy charms diſplay ? 
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« What madneſs, doſt thou ſay, could fire my brain, 
* To help a wife to an admiring ſwain ?” 


What madneſs rather ſeiz d me, when I led © 
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Thy virgin footſteps to the nuptial bed ? 
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| The nuptial bed, where firſt thy powers I try'd, { 
No wanton thought, no am'rous wiſh deny'd. * 
| Then death on death in quick ſucceflion came, 
| You each attack receiv'd with double flame ; 


And 
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And oft' intreated to purſue the race, 
In vain I gently ſhunn'd the loath'd embrace. 
(O curs'd embrace, be ever curs'd thoſe charms, 
That brought thee firſt a virgin to my arms !) 
Again I try'd the combat to ſuſtain, 
Then firſt eflay'd, but firſt eſſay d in vain, 
Exhauſted, ſpent, unequal to the fight, 
I wiſh'd the morn, and curſt the ling'ring night. 
Were great Alcides now enjoin'd to prove 
With thee the fronive dalliance of love, 
Th' athletic ſon of JovE would ſoon retreat, 


And leave at laſt one labor incomplete. 
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E'en Jovs himſelf with all his boaſted pow'r, 


LMight riſe a ſwan, or fall a golden ſhow'r,” 


Invent new modes his boundleſs luſt to feaſt, - 


And change from god to man, from man to beaſt ; 


Still would'ſt thou tire thro! ev'ry vary'd ſhape, 


| Th' immortal raviſher, and bleſs the rape. 

955 Pity that gods no longer now deſcend, 
Our feeble mortal efforts to befriend ; 
Their aid divine would lengthen cuckolds' bes: 
GRAHAM would find them beds, and Mapan wives; 
A god-like ow; impatient of controul, 
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Would bear the BRITISH name from pole to pole; 
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Like PILLIr's war-like ſon, this world would find, ky 
For conq'ring arms, too narrow, too confin'd. —Y 


But, ſad reverſe ! Behold our modern Beaux ! 


Their worth conſiſts in nothing——but their cloaths, | 
Shall ſuch vain things, the muſhrooms of the day, 


With gods preſume to vie in am'rous play? 


Say, Wx, are they men? their looks, their air, 


And pretty forms, a doubtful ſex declare ; 


Nor men, nor women, , yet ſo mix'd together, 


Subſtance and ſhadow, they are both, yet neither. 


Say, thoughtleſs woman, can ſuch triflers pleaſe, 


Can they thy boundleſs rage of luſt appeaſe ? 
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Or in thy heart extinguiſh mad defire ? 


(That heart which burns „with more than Ætna's fire.“) 


In vain gay W M riots in thy love, 


In vain thy thirſty paſs'ons D —T prove. 


Young P H came, his talents try'd, 


No ſooner offend, than his efforts dy'd ; 


Thy vaſt abyſs o'erwhelm'd the tender boy, 


No fire was left on F 


Y to employ ; 
With thee engaging, his weak flame expir'd, : 
And once o'ercome, he ne'er again deſir'd 3 


No further off' rings to thy ſhrine conyey'd, 


No further weakneſs by attempts betray'd. 1 
Had 


Had G—— M's firſt to W M's force been joiu'd, 


Thou might} have yielded to their pow'r combin'd ; 
Their pornted efforts might have cool'd thy flame, 
And W——y ſtill enjoy'd a ſpotleſs name; 


Oh! had I brought theſe jointly to my aid, 


To B T never, never hadſt thou ſtray'd 3 
W * and Co. had then thy joys partook, 
W and Co, had never been forſook. 


But now, what powers can thy keen luſt deſtroy, 
Calm thy mad wiſhes, or thy paſſions cloy ? 
Witneſs this truth, ye too victor'ous band 


Whom am'rous joys and wanton loves command; 


Who 
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Who fondly flutter round the yielding fair, 
And wives protect with more than huſband's care. 
But chiefly ye, who on record betray'd, 
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How oft' in am'rous dalliance ye laid, 


In W- Y's arms, o'erwhelm'd with magic love, 


(Love, which your efforts never could remove) 
This truth atteſt, that with enjoyment fir'd, 

| New joys ſhe ſought, new pleaſures ſtill deũr d. 
No more th' illuſtrious youths, who covet fame, 
And claim by noble deeds a deathleſ das; 
Shall, like ConnwALL1s, ev'ry danger ſcorn, 


And with victorious wreaths their broyws adorn; 


No 
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No more, like Ropxey, peerleſs honors gain, 
And ride triumphant o'er the ſubje& main 3 
No more, like Fox, with patriot zeal elate, 
Make ſenates wiſe, and fave a ſinking ſtate ; 
Each ardent youth by my example led, 

Is anxious now an ENGLISH dame to wed ; 
More ſplendid honors deck my greater name, 
And point to all an eaſier path to fame. 

He, who of old with love of fame inſpir'd, 
The b i of Diaxa fir'd, 

Had he now liv'd, would court an ENGSLIsH dame, 


And by his wife immortalize his name. 


Let Pon rIA proofs of conſtancy ſupply, A 
Let AnxRIA teach a huſband how to die; 


Our wives, more wiſe, to all their favors give, 
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And teach their modern lovers how to live. 
Could ridicule, O Wi, touch thy heart, 

Would I could find the vulnerable part! 

But fruitleſs is my aim} and vain the toil, 


Back on myſelf the blunted darts recoil ; 


Then far aſunder as the poles we part, 


hate thy perſon, as I dread thy heart ; 


Inſatiate wife (accurſed be that name) 


Abſorb'd in luſt, in infamy, and ſhame ; 


lu? « v -” » - 2» % - a PF Pp 
* * * "2 p N 1 + . 4 © * a 


.» * * „ 9 = 
g Nen 4 * 
9 * N — 
* nd . 
N 9 = 
* 
. 9 
* 
. 
1 o =”. 
* * 
4 " .. n 
v . N ny 1 6 ' g w . 
— * 
" * md 
- 
. we «4 - = of 8 


© . 2 - — * 4 . ” 1 . 
a — 15 * . « 7 — 1 
* & F * 71 is £ ® Der . 4 — 8 1 1 g. 1 A 4 . - * 


-Y go on, indulge thy guilty free, : EE RY 
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